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millions of I Hnclus, the cow is sacred. To kill it is an abomina-
tion which sends the killer to the nethermost, hell and ensures
his reincarnation as the soul of one of the lowest of the beasts
So no cattle arc grown for meat.   The Muhammadan will
cat beef and does so, it is true; the British soldier and the
European must have it, save that if he lives in the territory
of a Hindu Prince he will have to go without.   Cattle are
bred for traction and for milk.   Some of the draught cattle
arc magnificent boasts, and in the clays of the Mogul and
earlier British artillery, when bullocks were used for draught
and for army transport purposes, they were specially so.
Whence then comes the beef that the soldier and the Euro-
pean resident have for their rations?   The answer is that it
comes from the waste products sub rosa.   No Hindu farmer
dare kill his useless barren cow or his bullock too lame and
too intractable to plough or draw a wagon.   He must pen-
sion such and help to feed them.   But there is a subterfuge.
There is no reason why he should not sell them, and he sells
to a Muhammadan gra/ier and no questions are asked. The
grazier drives the miserable half-starved beasts that he has
purchased for an old song to some spot where grazing is lush,
and there he leaves them till they arc in marketable state,
and then do they come to the beef market.   They are cheap
beasts and arc sold for a penny or twopence a pound.  A
very few are fattened on grain for such markets as Calcutta
or Simla.   Even then, since cow-killing may easily give occa-
sion for a riot, the butcheries arc put by order of Government
far from Hindu residences*   Another interesting point re-
garding butcher's meat is the question of humane killing.
When the author was Quartermaster-General of the Army
in India and concerned with Army housekeeping, a very
strong representation as to methods of killing and the use of
the humane killer came to Army headquarters in India from
England.   But it was pointed out that all Muhammadan
flesh must have the blood run out, like kosher meat, that the
Army only took the best and bigger joints, that the con-
tractors sold the rest of the carcase to the Muhammadan